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1.3 The Planning Area 
 

 
1.4 Planning Methods 
 

 
 
 
 

The Walnut Ridge Planning Area Boundary comprises 
those areas surrounding the city that may likely grow to 

become part of Walnut Ridge in the future. 
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1.5 Relationship to the Land Use Regulations 
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Walnut Ridge has a unique World War II history. 

A chance stop by the Beatles in the 1960s, has helped 
spawn a major music festival for the city today. 

 

2.1 History 
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Adapted from The Encyclopedia of Arkansas History & Culture 

2.2 Regional Setting 
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3.1 Population 
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3.2 Education 

 
3.3 Income 
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3.4 Housing 
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3.5 Employment 
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3.6 Demographic Conclusions 

Like many rural communities, the city’s overall 
population is aging as its workforce retires and 
young adults move away. The city will need to 
work to promote a quality of life to retain and 

attract young and middle-aged adults. 
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The community should work to retain Williams Baptist 
College students once they graduate. 

Falling incomes and growing poverty rates are 
concerning problems the city must face.  

Addressing issues of abandoned and 
dilapidated structures will be absolutely 

critical in looking at the city’s future. 
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Improvements like this public art installation can 
have an impact on the city’s quality of life. 

3.7 Charrette/Public Workshop Findings 

A good sign for Walnut Ridge is its 
high level of employment diversity. 

Walnut Ridge has many assets in the form of its 
leaders, people, location, and infrastructure that 

will it address its challenges, and point the city 
towards a bright future. 

Recreation and Quality of Life 
were big concerns for many of 

the workshop participants. 
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3.8 Population Change Scenarios 
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4.1 General 
 

 
4.2 Fixing the Basics 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guiding Principle: Walnut Ridge will be a community of 
choice by focusing on providing a high quality of life, 

investing in the people of the community, and aggressively 
seeking economic development opportunities. 



Walnut Ridge Comprehensive Plan                                                                                                             October 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.3 Building on Assets 
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4.4 Creating a Community of Choice 
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5.1 Land Use Standards 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These land use standards directly correspond to 
the Future Land Use Categories depicted on the 

Comprehensive Plan Map and describe the 
intended future character for each area. 
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Addressing issues with abandoned and dilapidated 
structures should be a growing concern for the city. 

5.2 Housing and Code Enforcement 
 

 

The city should consider providing a dedicated yearly 
fund to address the condemnation and removal of 

abandoned and dilapidated structures. 
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Stewart Park is a wonderful asset for the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5.3 Quality of Life 

Investments in parks and recreation should be 
seen as economic development tools for the 

city, as they can attract new residents. 
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Cavenaugh Park in downtown is one part park, one part 
beautification project. 



Walnut Ridge Comprehensive Plan                                                                                                             October 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.4 Downtown and Tourism 

While often taken for granted, beautification 
projects can send a strong message to the 

community and instill community pride. 

The comparative health of the city center remains a key 
element by which visitors, potential residents, and 

industries will judge the community. A strong downtown 
will help make a strong Walnut Ridge for the future. 
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Work underway to preserve  
another downtown building. 

This street art adds flare to this appropriately rehabilitated 
historic structure. 
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Current Potential 
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Property like this greenfield along U.S. Highways 67 and 412 should see 
strong demand for commercial development in coming years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5.5 Commercial and Economic Development/Regional Cooperation 
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This area could see the southern expansion of the Walnut Ridge 
Industrial Park. 

Business retention will be vital to Walnut Ridge’s continued 
economic success, and should be seen as important as new 

industrial and business recruitment. 
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Williams Baptist College will be an important 
and valuable partner in moving the community 

toward a stronger future. 
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5.6 Infrastructure and Growth 
 

 

 

  

Infill development is beneficial for Walnut Ridge residents, 
developers, and the city. It works to stabilize neighborhoods, 

costs less for developers, and increases the efficiency and 
economy of the city’s utility system. 

The city’s utility systems are 
primed to allow substantial 

population and industrial growth. 
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City utilities are in good shape. 

 

 

The city has already taken a proactive 
approach to annexation, and taken in 

those areas needed to accommodate its 
projected growth over the next 20 years. 
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5.7 Transportation System 
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The Hoxie-Walnut Ridge Rail Trail enjoys frequent use. 
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